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The story so far! 


Nene and Clarion have been safely reunited in the Geofront, but now 
they have to face off against a combat android called Fear, unleashed 
by Colonel Kurtz—and originally provided by Poseidon, a mysterious 
group of multinational enterprises! 

After Kurtz breaks through the firewalls protecting Buer's cherished 
photo collection, Buer goes on a rampage, unable to bear the shame 
of his treasures being subject to public display. Meanwhile, Captain 
Altman and the Cenancle police arrive to arrest Kurtz, and amid the 
chaos, Clarion and Nene successfully take Fear down...but their 
problems are far from over! 


Kudou Kousm Rihudou Kousni Rihudou Kousni Rihudou Koustii Rihudou I 






—Main Characters 




Nanakorobi Nene 

A girl whose brain was implanted into an entirely artificial body after an accident 
when she was young. Nene has one of the few full-body prosthetics in the world! 


Clarion 

A combat android originally owned by Uzal. Clarion and Nene 
were brought together during the initial incident with Buer. 


Uzal Delilah 

The mysterious Uzal (real name: Sahar Schehera) is a well-known international business¬ 
woman, but she has plenty of secrets. She vanished during the chaos when Buer ran wild. 


Korobase Takumi 

Age unknown. She heads up the Korobase Foundation, which controls 
cybrain marketing, but has a pathological fear of people. 


Massive boring machine Buer: Central Nervous Unit 

The central control unit for the large multi-legged boring machine Buer. As Buer's actual body 
is currently dormant underground, the central nervous unit is accompanying Nene. 
This pompous-sounding entity provides a constant stream of perverted, leering commentary. 


VlindXX XXXX 

A perky, enthusiastic freelance reporter who dreams of taking her place 
among the top idols and the top reporters in the world! Dragging her two 
staffers in her wake, she's working hard to conquer mass media. 


Colonel Ian Kurtz 

A member of the American Imperial army. Since encountering a mysterious organization 
called Poseidon, he's been carrying out his plans on their behalf. 


Captain Robert Altman > 

A captain with the Cenande Defense Forces, currently under the 'V/ ' ^ \ 
command of Special Military Advisor Kurtz. A passionate tough guy 
who loves justice and peace. 
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Poseidon Observation Archive 
Item No. 1031214...Updated. 




















Former American Imperial 
Army Colonel Ian Kurtz, 
Intelligence Division. 
Buer recovery mission: 
Failed. 

Death subsequently occurred. 




The immediate cause of 
failure in Ian Kurtz’s 
operation is believed 
to be contact with an 
external element. 
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The reason the roughs for the Poseidon ships have so few details is that they weren t really the ones 
meant to be used. These images were more about tossing out ideas--"maybe like this?" Then, if Riku- 
do-shi actually used it in the manga, more details like the frequency of use and the use area/composi¬ 
tion could be added as necessary, or could be condensed and deformed. 

I don't think there's any real directionality for an anime's image board. This kind of work process 
doesn't exactly have any defined commonalities or rules for parts. So for the average reader, I thought 
it'd be good if the design allowed a light topic of conversation, like "Oh, at first it was built like this, but 
by the end, we'd done tons of revisions, so this is how it wound up." 

The shape doesn't rely on fluid mechanics at all. (LOL) That's because this vessel isn't so much meant to 
move efficiently in one direction; instead, it hangs out at one set of coordinates, and it's usually stored 
inside the mother ship. When that's inconvenient, it has a tugboat. In other words, it can travel under its 
own power, so technically it's a ship, but really it's better to think of it as a float. The row of holes 
dotting it (slits) aren't only for exhaust from vents (when submerged). They're also for jetting ocean 
water for use in assisting propulsion or controlling balance. 

The thing with the vending machines wasn't my idea originally. Hagane-shi brought the notion to the 
table. That's someone I've been stuck with since the doujinshi Atlas days. He'd thought of it years ago 
but never used it, so I said, "If you're not using this idea, can I?" and he said "Sure" (meaning he didn't 
mind), so I brought it to life via Rikudo-shi. 

Since the idea flowed from Hagane-shi through me and then through Rikudo-shi, the feel and details 
changed, but that was inevitable. I'll get him to give up on the whole thing... 


If it's not too much of a hassle, maybe silver coloring or something for the hat so that just that part shines and 
gleams. Or a device to shine a laser light into the air to project commercials while it's stopped could work too. 



ORIGINAL DESIGN 
SKETCHES 


This time, we're showcasing the rough notes for the target image of the Poseidon semi-submersible. 


Rough 


Shirow Masamune 
December 22,2015 


















Greetings! (For the eighth time!) 

Thanks to your support, Pandora in the Crimson Shell became an anime! It had a 
two-week limited theatrical engagement in December 2015 and then was broadcast as a 
TV series beginning in January 2016. That's the fruit of all the hard work from everyone 
involved, starting with Rikudo-shi himself. I pray that someone out there is delighted by 
and has fun with Rikudo-shi's manga, of course, as well as the anime version. 

(I always pray for that kind of thing, but this is pretty difficult.) 

I mentioned before that this was originally conceived of as an anime project, but it's 
not like I was trying to force the project down that path. How projects develop is always 
mysterious. While I was busy staring off into space, someone else involved in all this was 
working hard. (A million thanks!) What I personally saw was Rikudo-shi shouldering the 
burden of getting up on stage to say a few words, as well as tweeting to count down to 
the film screening (with pictures!). I want to take this chance to express my enormous 
appreciation. 

Possibly this should have been said earlier, but the English "urn" in the title isn't an 
acronym for "uniform resource name." It comes from the Greek for pot/jar. In ancient 
Greece, the so-called "Pandora's box" was probably really an urn, so that was a 
tentative title. (The word doesn't only cover funeral urns. It also has a broader meaning, 
referring to urns for storing food, drink, or medicines.) It's also not "Uran." (LOL) 

For instance, with the six "ghosts in the urn" of the six wicked women appearing in a 
total of six chapters (it's different now, but whatever), they're configured with the subtle 
notion that that there is a chain of the urn being broken and the true nature being 
exposed in each chapter. 

In another story that comes from the same core idea, Ghost in the Shell: Arise (not 
"ah-ree-seh"—it's "ah-raiz"), the false memory and dead end by Ubukata-shi are the 
keywords (many thanks), while here in Ghost Urn, the implication is that information 
manipulation and forced perception of sound are caught on the blind hope contained 
in Pandora's box in the end. (Not "hope" in a good sense, but in the sense of the 
worst possible disaster.) 

In this work, at this time, it's a title with a bit of a question mark to it. 

But hey, that's also part of the story. I appreciate your indulgence. 

(And sorry!) 

December 25,2015 
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PEACE AT LAST? 

The fight is over—to all appearances, at least! Nene and Clarion have 
finally thwarted both Kurtz and the conspiracy headed by Poseidon, the 
mysterious organization backing him. And now that Buer’s central 
nervous unit has been safely recovered, the battle in the Geofront is 
well and truly over! But just as things are settling down, an unknown 
ship appears on the horizon. And when it comes into contact with the 
island, new trouble springs to life... 
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